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Seven-year old Josie Lomas was the guest of honour at the opening of 
Ravenglass's rebuilt children's playground on Friday, 6 May. Muncaster 
Parish Council agreed to invite a local child to open the playground and 
Josie's name was drawn out of a hat at a recent coffee morning by the 
vicar, the Rev. Anne Baker.
 The ceremony marked the success of a long struggle to raise funds 
for the new playground. The old playground was popular with the children 
of visitors and with local children, but the old equipment was at the end of 
its life and in 2009 it failed a RoSPA safety inspection. The cost of 
complete renewal was in excess of £50,000, far beyond the Parish 
Council's means, but without it the playground would have to close.

Charities do not give grants to local government bodies for 
facilities that they have a statutory obligation to provide, such as 
playgrounds. The Parish Council therefore asked the Ravenglass Village 
Forum for help in October 2009. The Forum has worked with the Parish 
Council before to raise money for improvements to the village and, as an 

independent community association, it is eligible to apply to charities for funding.
Village Forum chairman Stuart Robb and Parish Councillor Leo Saldanha began work on applications 

together. Through the Cumbria Community Foundation the NDA donated £5,000 and nearly £6,000 was raised 
in pledges from local businesses including the Ratty, the Ratty Arms, Holly House and Rose Garth but applying 
for major funding was not an easy task. The first application to the Parks and Play Spaces section of the 
National Lottery failed for technical reasons but the Lottery must have recognised its merit because it came back 
with advice on how to submit a new application for consideration in 2010. The application was made in the 
name of Ravenglass Village Forum but the Lottery agreed that Muncaster Parish Council, as a publicly 
accountable statutory body, should be the actual recipient of any award.

In 2010 Rachel Graham, Community Development Worker with the Copeland Community Fund, 
entered the story. With her considerable experience of dealing with such applications, she was able to guide 
Stuart and Leo through a minefield of bureaucratic requirements. On September 16 four shortlisted suppliers of 
playground equipment were invited to display their designs in Muncaster Parish Hall. The children of the village 
were invited to vote for the theme that they liked best and the tender from Wicksteeds, an old-established 
manufacturer, was eventually accepted.

The Lottery grant of £49,999 was confirmed in December so that the order for equipment could be 
placed. The Ratty provided labour for clearing the site and Wicksteeds began installing the new equipment in 
February 2011.

Stuart Robb and Leo Saldanha both paid tribute to Rachel Graham for her patience and skill in guiding 
them through the application process. “She was vital,” said Leo at the opening ceremony. “We couldn't have 
done it without her.”

We are pleased that we were able to help the Parish Council to save this valuable village amenity.
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Despite strong protests from the Forum,  the Parish Council and residents, the Lake District National Park 
Authority has now imposed charges on the Village Car Park.  They came into operation on 1 April.

The Forum and the Parish Council are monitoring the effects of the change.  We have noticed that some 
visitors are avoiding charges by parking on Croftlands Drive and at the Mite Ford.  The LDNPA has agreed to 
pay the cost of access and parking restrictions to protect the estate and Main Street from nuisance parking but, 
for legal and procedural reasons, they may not come into effect until the end of summer.  Local businesses tell 
us that visitors who do pay charges are spending less time and less money here.  Others who refuse to pay 
charges will simply go elsewhere.  Either way our village businesses will suffer loss of income.

We also noted the confusion caused by LDNPA's failure to give the general public proper notice of the 
charges and the fact that warning signs at the entrance of the Car Park were not installed until the charges had 
been in operation for a week or so.  0/10 for Public Relations!

Whatever the economic justification for the charges, their imposition conflicts directly with the LDNPA's 
statutory obligation to foster the wellbeing of those who live and work in the National Park.  ~ MH
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This year's report will be short but very sweet as it is all about good news.

Firstly, the only piece of bad news is that we were not successful in securing a grant from the “Playbuilder” 
Scheme, via Copeland Borough Council, for funds for the village playground.

However, following further consultation with the “Open Spaces” lottery fund and close co-operation with 
the Parish Council, we actually received a grant of nearly £50,000. (The original allocation as reported last year 
was £35,000). This has meant that the Parish Council has had sufficient funding to complete the playground 
project in its entirety and I am happy to say that the playground is now officially open and being well used.

The two blue “Ravenglass Seats” have been installed opposite the car park and I thank the LDNPA for 
their co-operation in this matter.

I can also state that our revised plans for the enhancements to the village green are suitable to the 
Environment Agency and have been accepted by the Parish Council. Fund-raising is well on its way and it is 
hoped that we will soon reach our target.

I wish to express my thanks to all the Committee members for their efforts this past year, and especially to 
Brian Kennish, our Treasurer, who put much time and effort into establishing a new bank account for us after 
the total incompetencies we encountered from The Alliance and Leicester and Santander.

 I look forward to the Ravenglass Village Forum having another successful year.
Stuart Robb, Chairman, 18 May 2011
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The eleventh Annual General 
Meeting of Ravenglass Village 
Forum will be held on Thursday 23 
June 2011 at 7.30 p.m. in Muncaster 
Parish Hall.

Agenda
To confirm the Minutes of the ninth 

Annual General Meeting held on 
17 June 2010.

Chairman’s report.
Treasurer’s report and Statement of 
Accounts.
Elections for Chairman, Treasurer, 

Secretary and six ordinary 
members of the Committee.

Any other relevant business.
The meeting will be opened for 
discussion after the formal business.  
Any resolutions from the floor must  
be proposed and seconded by 
members.

Are you a member?

The Forum now has 44 members and we have plenty of room for more. 
The more the better!

You have to be a member to vote at the AGM or to stand for office. 
Members who are online can also ask to receive copies of the 
Committee’s Agenda and Minutes by email.  There are no other 
privileges but the number of our members is evidence of the village’s 
support for the work we do.  It increases our authority when we apply 
for grants and deal with the local authorities and agencies that supply the 
services on which we depend.  Your support is valuable to us.

You can be a member if you broadly support our aims, you are 
aged at least 18 and you live in the village, which includes Raven Villa 
and as far up the road as The Grove.  You pay nothing.

If you are not yet a member and you wish to join, please ask the 
Editor for a registration form or fill one in when you arrive at the AGM. 
Time will be allowed for enrolment of new members before the formal 
meeting opens.
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